
• Challenges: Climate Change, Peak Oil,  
 Social inequality, Financial instability 

• Transition:  community-led 

• 1,170+ Transition initiatives  
 in 47 countries 

• 154 official Transition  
 initiatives across the US 

• 25 National Hubs 

• COP 21 

The Transition movement 





The Transition Solution:  
Relocalization 

• Local production of food, energy and 
goods 

 
• Local development of currency, 

governance & culture 
 
• Reducing consumption while 

improving environmental and social 
conditions, increasing energy security, 
and strengthening local economies. 

 



Jamaica Plain New Economy 
Transition, Boston, MA 



Jamaica Plain New Economy 
Transition 

Highly diverse inner-city  

Use English and Spanish 

Annual Forum – 400 local  

 people looking at needs 

Many local food projects:  

 yard-sharing, community  

 orchard, resource center 

Local currency – the Boston Bean 

Working with local businesses to use safer chemicals - a 
Cancer-Free Economy 



Transition Milwaukee, WI 

Urban area with population very 
similar to Albuquerque 

Annual Power Down Week has 
two objectives:  

• Make your carbon foot print as 
small as you can 

• Do it with others 

Victory Gardens 

Reskilling Projects 

Exploring local currency and 
timebanking 





Transition Pasadena, CA 

“Anyone with things in need of TLC is welcome to 
show up at the free monthly event, and volunteers 
with a range of skills do their best to get the items 
back in working order. Together, they reduce waste 
by not just throwing out the old and buying new.”  
 
“So just what was being fixed at the Repair Cafe? 
Maybe the whole world, one small exchange at a 
time.” 



Revive the Roots, RI 



Transition Town Media, PA 



Transition Wayland, MA 

74 Solar PV systems in 2012 

34 decentralized Earth day events in 
2013 



Transition Sebastopol, CA 



Transition Sarasota, FL 

Michael Shuman presentation on the Powerful Role of Local 
Food in Job Creation, Sarasota, Oct 2014 



Transition Sarasota, FL 
Has an Executive Director and a 

fiscal sponsor 

Transition Talks 

Films for a Future series 

Reskilling classes and workshops 

Local food projects: 

• Suncoast Gleaning Project 

• Eat Local Guide 

• Eat Local Week 

• Local Food Entrepreneur Showcase 

Fundraising:  sponsorships, 
memberships, grants 



Transition Albany, CA 

Gill Tract Community Farm 



Transition Fidalgo & Friends, 
Anacortes, WA 

“To build a better future, we first need to imagine it, and 
that’s just what Transition Fidalgo & Friends set out to do one 
year ago. Over 60 people from kids to elders set their 
imaginations free to wander in a future of rising climate, 
energy and economic impacts.  How would our community 
cope? What would it take to thrive?  Could we offer people 
a positive vision of a powered-down future? 
 
We had a great time imagining an extensive network of 
walking and biking routes, electric shuttles and pedicabs, 
community solar installations, a sustainable business 
incubator, pollinator pathways, a tool library, streets lined 
with fruit and nut trees, a green-marine industry, and much 
more. 
 
Soon after that session, committees formed to put legs to 
the vision. We anchored our ideas in the predictions of 
scientists and energy experts as to the challenges ahead, 
and researched pathways to achieve goals and examples to 
inspire. Today we have a 100-plus page Vision 2030 
document to help guide our Transition group and 
community toward a low fossil-fuel energy, high community-
energy future.” 



Transition Humboldt, CA 
"What we're really trying to do is create 

self-reliance and produce more resilient 
communities," said Larry Goldberg, one 
of the organizers of Transition 
Humboldt. "Resiliency is the ability to 
bounce back from adversity and 
creating a resilient community is about 
empowering people to have more self-
reliance by looking at things like water, 
energy, food and jobs." 

Goldberg said that the group's slogan is 
"Transitioning past oil, neighbor by 
neighbor," and that their efforts are 
"non-denominational and non-political 
— this is stuff that Tea Party people and 
liberal Democrats can all share 
together. It's not about politics — it's 
about working together to meet the 
challenges of the future. It's an all-
American ideal to want to be self-
reliant." 



Transition Charlottesville-
Albemarle, VA 

“Fire your Dryer” Initiative 

Skillshares  



Transition Houston, TX 
4th Largest City in US 

Set up as Transition Hub 

Neighborhood Initiatives 

Action Groups: 

• Permablitz 

• Energy 

• Transportation 

• Heart and Soul 

• Local Economy 

• 4-H 

Original partner in monthly Houston Green Film Series 

Recent events include Bike Rodeo, Bicycle Fair, wind turbine 
installation, Cooperative Business Conference 

 



Houston Transition Neighborhoods 

Transition Heights 

Transition Westwood 

Transition Japhet Creek 

Transition Rice 

Clear Lake  
Transition Community 

Transition Old Sixth Ward 

Transition Woodlands 
and Greater North 
Houston 

Transition Midtown 

Transition 
Spring 

http://www.houstontx.gov/planning/suprnbhds/recognized_sn.htm


Permablitz 
Volunteer transformation for resilience, while learning about 

Permaculture (It’s sort of like a barn-raising) 

Transition Houston’s practical manifestation 

Photos by Charlie Lindahl and Matthias Jung 



Transition Initiatives are linking together to form 
Regional Hubs 
 
Self Organization!  The initiatives themselves decide with 
whom they want to connect and criteria for joining. 
 
Two Regional Hubs have formed so far: 
 

• Mid-Atlantic Regional Transition Hub 
 

• New England Resilience and Transition Network 
 
And one is forming: 
 

• Northern California Transition Hub  



Mid-Atlantic Regional Transition Hub (MATH) 
 
 
Vision: The Mid-Atlantic Regional Transition Hub (HUB) 
envisions an environmentally sustainable, integrated, and 
resilient Mid-Atlantic region comprised of seven states 
along the US Eastern seaboard; a corridor characterized 
by a chain of closely adjacent major metropolitan areas. 
 
Geographic Scope: The Hub serves Transition initiatives 
in the states of Southern Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Northern 
Virginia, USA. 
 
Mission: The Mid-Atlantic Regional Transition Hub (HUB) 
supports, promotes and fosters the interconnectedness of 
emergent Transition initiatives in all stages of development 
in the US Mid-Atlantic region. 
 
Composition: The Hub is comprised of a circle of 
Transition: Trainers, initiators, and Resource Persons 
dedicated to generating and serving local Transition 
initiatives. 
 
Goal: Catalyze and help sustain a synergistic network 
system of resilient, environmentally sustainable 
communities along the US Eastern seaboard with healthy 
local economies and a growing sense of vitality and 
community well-being. 



New England Resilience & Transition Network (NERT) 
 
Across New England, grassroots groups working on community resilience, Transition, 
the transition to a new economy, permaculture, renewable local energy, food justice, 
sustainability, environmental justice, time banking, and more have been connecting 
with each other to share stories, lessons, best practices and inspiration.  

Regional Gatherings: As of the fall of 2014, the 
network has held three gatherings to share 
stories, lessons, inspiration and more. The first 
gathering was held in October of 2012 in Boston.  
 
The network also gathered in Brattleboro, VT and 
Portland, ME, in 2013.  
 
Region-Wide Resilience: A subset of the 
network met in Keene, NH, in March 2014 for a 
discussion about region-wide resilience. Members 
of the network produced a Concept Paper on 
Region-Wide Resilience to serve as a framework 
for the conversation.  
 
Regional Organizing Committee (ROCkers): 
Over the summer of 2014, a committee calling 
itself the ROCkers convened to support the larger 
network of Resilience & Transition groups in New 
England.  

http://netransition.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Boston.png


Transition Lab is a school that teaches people to meet their basic needs through 
relationship. Our students learn how to grow their own food, create affordable housing, 
develop small businesses, and live in community. The result is a living Laboratory 
where graduates are empowered to discover what they love, develop their gifts, 
and Transition our future for the better.  
 
Transition Lab is an opportunity to make fundamentally different choices in our 
lives so that we can create the more beautiful world that we've dreamed of. 
 
 
 
 



Build core capacity: 
Community Action Projects 

Transition Streets 
Households save 1.3 tons of 

carbon and $930 per year 

Community Resilience 
Challenge 
In 2014: 16,477 community 

actions in the US 

 

 



Develop low-carbon economies: 
REconomy Project 

Economic development within 
natural resource limits, with 
wellbeing at its core 

Local economic partnerships 

Community-owned enterprises 

Community investment – eg 
Transition Humboldt’s Local 
Investment Opportunity Network 

In 6 months, REconomy projects in 
5 countries 

 

 



Transition Streets – in a nutshell 

Neighbors recruit neighbors 

Each group 
meets 7 times 

over 3-4 
months 

Households save on 
average $900/year  
 

The workbook provides 
practical actions   

And 1.3 tons of carbon 
 



The Workbook 
The Transition Streets workbook provides 
practical no-cost and low-cost actions 
that each participant can make in saving water, 
conserving energy, curbing transportation 
miles, growing food, and reducing waste ... 



Transition Streets  
Piloteers 

Fourteen communities are piloting the 
project between January 15 and March 31, 
2015: 
 

Albany, CA 
Amherst, MA 
Berkeley, CA 
Bozeman, MT 
Charlottesville, VA 
Ellicott City, MD 
Eureka, CA 
Goshen, IN 
Milwaukee, WI 
Missoula, MT 
Newburyport, MA 
Northampton, MA 
San Diego, CA 
Manitou Springs, CO 

 



City Partnerships 
• Albany’s Sustainability Commission 
• City of Bozeman 
• Energize Charlottesville 
• County of San Diego 



Transition Albuquerque, NM 
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